
Municipality Permits Required for Food Truck 
Operation 

Zoning Number of Trucks Permitted Per Property Permitted Food Truck Locations Hours of Operation Other

 
Durham 

 

 

 
Mobile Food Business License 
Tax ($25/person operating) 
 
Mobile Cart Permit ($50/person 
operating) - Only food and beverage 
sales are allowed under the permit. The 
food truck operator must disclose the type of 
food being sold and provide proof that the 
local health department in the truck’s home 
jurisdiction has issued all relevant permits. 
 
The property owner is not required to buy a 
permit. 
 

  
There is no limit to the number of “mobile 
food carts” that can be on one property at a 
time. 

 
A food truck does not have to be any minimum distance 
away from the entrance or dining area of any 
restaurant. 
 
The permit may specify dates and times at which the 
food truck may not be on the sidewalk. 
 

 
There is no limit on the 
hours at which a food 
truck may operate. 

 
The operator must provide a waste receptacle within 
15 feet of the food truck. 
 
Permits are not transferable. 
 

 
Raleigh 

 

 

 
Zoning Permit ($76) - The zoning permit 
must be signed by the owner of the property 
where the food truck will park, and it must 
be submitted with a site plan or plot plan. 
 
Food Truck Permit ($150) - A special permit 
only for food trucks, which must be 
submitted with a City of Raleigh business 
license, Wake County vending permit, and 
North Carolina sales and use certificate. 
 
Business License - Authorizes the vendor to 
operate within the City of Raleigh. 
 

 

Food trucks are permitted in 
districts zoned: 

1. Shopping Center 
2. Neighborhood Business 
3. Business 
4. Thoroughfare District 
5. Industrial-1 
6. Industrial-2 

 
These zoning districts include 
much of downtown, and areas near 
N.C. State’s campus. 
 

 
Properties smaller than 1/2 acre - Only one 
food truck is allowed at a time. Outdoor 
seating associated with the truck is not 
permitted. 
 
Properties between 1/2 to 1 acre - Two food 
trucks allowed at the same time.  Outdoor 
seating associated with the trucks is not 
permitted. 
 
Properties larger than 1 acre - A maximum of 
three food trucks are allowed at the same 
time.  Outdoor seating associated with the 
trucks is not permitted. This provision 
effectively prevents “food truck rodeos” 
except in special circumstances (allowed four 
times per year). 
 
Properties 2 acres or larger - Outdoor seating 
associated with a food truck is permitted. 
 

 
100 feet away from the front door of any restaurant 
and/or outdoor dining area. 
 
50 feet away from any permitted mobile food vending 
cart location. 
 
15 feet away from any fire hydrant. 
 
5 feet away from “any driveway, sidewalk, utility box or 
vault, handicapped ramp, building entrance or exit or 
emergency call box.” 
 
The approved food truck parking space must be marked 
with paint, tape, or another “easily identifiable material.” 
 

 
Between 6 A.M and 3 
A.M. in commercial 
locations 
 
Between 7 A.M. and 10 
P.M. within 150 feet of a 
residential dwelling 
 

 
Food trucks may not use audio amplification devices 
or display free-standing signage. 
 
City trash receptacles may not be used to dispose of 
trash or waste generated by a food truck. 
 
“All areas within 5 feet of the food truck must be kept 
clean.” 
 
“Grease and liquid waste may not be disposed in tree 
pits, storm drains, the sanitary sewer system or public 
streets. ”Food trucks must comply with the citywide 
noise ordinance, but “sound absorbing devices may 
be used to contain or deflect the noise from external 
generators.” 
 

 
Chapel Hill 

 

 

 
Annual Fee ($600) – The annual fee is 
intended to offset the cost of hiring a new 
part-time employee who will enforce the 
regulations. The Town’s amended budget 
indicates that inspection of food trucks 
would cost $3,000 annually. 
 
Zoning Permit ($118 x 2) – Both the food 
truck operator and the property owner must 
obtain a zoning permit, meaning that both 
have to pay a $118 fee. 
 
Privilege License ($50) – Annual license to 
operate from the Town of Chapel Hill. Food 
trucks must be inspected by the Town 
before a privilege license will be issued or 
renewed. 
 
Taxation 
Vendors must pay sales tax on sales made 
within Orange County. This provision was 
intended to address concerns that food truck 
operators based outside Orange County 
could receive benefits from the county 
without contributing property tax like a 
traditional restaurant would. 

 

Food trucks may operate on 
privately owned nonresidential 
property in the following zoning 
districts, subject to the property 
owner’s approval.: 

TC-1, TC-2, TC-3 - The truck must 
not occupy any of a business’s 
normal parking spaces during 
business hours, unless the 
operator produces documentation 
showing that the property owner 
“permits an alternate location 
involving parking spaces.” 
 
Neighborhood 
Commercial, Community 
Commercial, and commercial 
sections of Mixed Use Planned 
Developments. 
 

 
In downtown Chapel Hill, one food truck is 
allowed per 1,500 square feet of parking lot. 
 
Outside the downtown area, only one food 
truck is allowed per acre or per 30 parking 
spots. 
 

 
100 feet away from the main entrance of a restaurant 
during the restaurant’s business hours, unless the 
restaurant approves the food truck being closer. 
 
15 feet away from “fire hydrants, any fire 
department connection, driveway entrances, alleys, 
handicapped parking spaces, tree trunks, and 
vegetation.” 
 

 
No limitation on hours of 
operation is provided in 
the ordinances. 

 
Operators must have documented approval from the 
health department of the county where the food 
truck’s associated commissary restaurant is located. 
 
“Temporary connections to potable water are 
prohibited.” 
 
Grease and grey water must be contained and 
disposed of at the food truck’s associated 
commissary. 
 
At least one fire extinguisher must be on board the 
food truck during hours of operation. The type of fire 
extinguisher required varies based on the cooking 
methods used on the truck. 
 
The food truck may not be operated as a drive-thru 
window. 
 
“A trash receptacle shall be provided for customers.” 
 
The food truck operator must provide “appropriate 
lighting” if the truck is operating after dark. 
 
Free-standing menu signage is allowed, provided that 
its display area is no larger than 6 square feet. 
 
The food truck must still comply with the Town Noise 
Ordinance. 

 


